


Remember: Whenever the water table is high or your sewage system is threatened 
by flooding there is a risk that sewage will back up into your home. The only way 
to prevent this backup is to relieve pressure on the system by using it less. 

What are some suggestions offered by experts for homeowners with flooded septic 
systems?  

• Use common sense. If possible, don't use the system if the soil is saturated and 
flooded. The wastewater will not be treated and will become a source of pollution. 
Conserve water as much as possible while the system restores itself and the 
water table fails.  

• Prevent silt from entering septic systems that have pump chambers. When the 
pump chambers are flooded, silt has a tendency to settle in the chambers and 
will clog the drainfield if it is not removed.  

• Do not open the septic tank for pumping while the soil is still saturated. Mud and 
silt may enter the tank and end up in the drainfield. Furthermore, pumping out a 
tank that is in saturated soil may cause it to "pop out" of the ground. (Likewise, 
recently installed systems may "pop out" of the ground more readily than older 
systems because the soil has not had enough time to settle and compact.)  

• Do not dig into the tank or drainfield area while the soil is still wet or flooded. Try 
to avoid any work on or around the disposal field with heavy machinery while the 
soil is still wet. These activities will ruin the soil conductivity.  

• Flooding of the septic tank will have lifted the floating crust of fats and grease in 
the septic tank. Some of this scum may have floated and/or partially plugged the 
outlet tee. If the septic system backs up into the house check the tank first for 
outlet blockage. Clean up any floodwater in the house without dumping it into the 
sink or toilet and allow enough time for the water to recede. Floodwaters from the 
house that are passed through or pumped through the septic tank will cause 
higher flows through the system. This may cause solids to transfer from the 
septic tank to the drainfield and will cause clogging.  

• Locate any electrical or mechanical devices the system may have that could be 
flooded to avoid contact with them until they are dry and clean.  

• Contact the Lee county health department or county Extension office to obtain a 
drinking water test kit. Do not drink the water until it has been tested and is safe.  


